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Kevin Cooper is a guitarist and educator from central California with an affinity for the extremes of modern and
early music. He performs and records regularly with Agave Baroque and Ensemble Mirable. He has also appeared
with Tesserae, Orpheus, Musica Pacifica, Les Suprises Baroque, and the Live Oak Baroque Orchestra. Early Mu-
sic America and the San Francisco Classical Voice have praised his playing as “shining,” “stylish,” and “a blast!”
Kevin’s publications range from guitar arrangements like Carlo Farina’s Cappricio Stravagante (Doberman-Yppan)
to a collection of folk and children’s songs entitled Snakes, Snails, and C Major Scales (Heritage Music Press). His
recordings include numerous early music projects like Agave Baroque’s Friends of Ferdinand (VGo Recordings)
as well as Night of Four Moons, a CD of modern music for voice and guitar with mezzo-soprano Catherine Cooper
(Doberman-Yppan). In 2006, he was honored as the Outstanding Doctoral Graduate in Music from the University
of Southern California where he studied with William Kanengiser and James Tyler. Currently, he leads the guitar
program at Fresno City College. He produces major concerts each semester featuring student soloists and ensem-
bles and special guests such as Scott Tennant, Martha Masters, and Grisha Goryachev. His students have gone on
to academic and career success transferring to schools like CSU Northridge and the Eastman School of Music and
working as high school and university guitar instructors.
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